






Initial Historical 
Themes
The Columbia River collides with the Pacific 
Ocean and a unique confluence of American 
history unfolds. The Columbia provided a 
trading network for Native American tribes 
long before European exploration. The 
entrance yielded to 18th Century maritime 
and continental explorers after disappointed 
discoverers failed in their attempts to locate 
the fabled Northwest Passage. Eventually, 
traders sought refuge within the river’s mouth 
and began trading with the ancient resident 
Chinook with goods from Boston, Europe for 
food and furs. Over 200 years of commerce 
followed, with the heritage of the past an 
essential part of today’s coastal communities 
within the Columbia-Pacific Region. 

The following central themes have been 
identified to represent the distinctive heritage 
of the Columbia-Pacific region and to honor 
its past, present and future:
•	 Trade at the Mouth of the Columbia River
•	 Exploration and Western Settlement
•	 Homeland Defense
•	 Graveyard of the Pacific
•	 Natural Resources and Industry

Columbia-Pacific 
National Heritage Area Study 
Tasks and Process

Winter/Spring 2008	 Existing 
conditions 
analysis and 
resource 
assessment

	 Public 
Workshops 
Series 1

Spring/Summer 2008	 Feasibility 
analysis and 
early Draft 
Study and 
Environmental 
Assessment (EA) 
development

Fall 2008	 Public 
Workshops 
Series 2

Late 2008	 Finalize Study/
EA, production 
and publication

Early 2009	 Transmittal 
of Study to 
Secretary of 
the Interior and 
congressional 
consideration

British ship Clansmore, wrecked 1883, Clatsop 
Beach, Oregon

Klipsan lifesaving crew

Destination: The Pacific
Promoting the Columbia-Pacific Heritage Area 

Yes! Please accept my donation to produce a heritage area study for the Columbia-Pacific 
National Heritage Area. Remember, your contribution is tax deductible to the extent 
allowable by law.

Please make checks payable to: DESTINATION: THE PACIFIC

If you wish to pay by check through the mail, please complete and submit the form below with your pledge or 
check to: Destination: The Pacific, c/o Heritage Area Study, P.O. Box 2005, Astoria, OR 97103.

If you wish to make an online pledge and have one of our staff contact you to make payment arrangements, 
please visit: http://www.destinationthepacific.com/html/donors-form.html

Name (first/last):

Address:

City:						      State:			   Zip:

Phone:						      Email:

Pledge amount: $				    Donation enclosed: $	

Interested in becoming more involved in our programs? Let us know how you want to help:	

Pacific Northwest 
Living Historians
We need first-person 
and third-person 
interpreters!

Gateway 
Community 
Coordination

Fundraising
for National 
Heritage Area Study

Public Involvement 
for National 
Heritage Area Study

Special Events/
Projects

Destination: The Pacific
P.O. Box 2005
Astoria, OR 97103
Phone: (503) 861-4403
Email: dtp@seasurf.net


